Dave Courchene — Winnipeg Folk Festival, July 8, 2010 — Sacred Fire Ceremony

Rediscovering the Meaning of the Sacred Fire

N

The Sacred Fire has always been an important element of our life and our ceremonies.
The Fire acts as a doorway into the Spirit world. We have seen this element misused in
technologies that have been created, such as in a weaponry that has become so efficient in
destroying life. Fire to Indigenous peoples is one of the most sacred elements of life.

The biggest Fire of all is the Sun, which reflects to us the symbol of our Great Creator. It
is the Grandfather Sun that watches us throughout the day and then shines its light on
Grandmother Moon.

When we light the Sacred Fire we bring a part of the Sun very near to us. When we look
at the Sun it is like a doorway that opens for us to see the Great Spirit shine upon all of
us.



We have entered into a time when we must come to realize the sacred importance of the
element of Fire. Man must rediscover its spiritual meaning. Today we live in the time of
the 8" Fire Prophecy. It is a time of important choice: continuing to live a limited
Material Life, or walking a Spiritual Path that will bring a fullness to life.

Today we witness the beginning of a change through Nature. More natural occurrences
are happening, sometimes triggered by our disrespect of Nature. There should be no
doubt in any one of us that we need to change the way we treat the Earth as a non-living
entity. If we continue on our present course of greed and disrespect, we are heading to
our own self-destruction as the human species.

Indigenous peoples have kept the sacred protocols that represent a sacred relationship to
the Earth. Fire has helped us to secure a vision that comes from Spirit that offers us
direction on how we should walk and live on the Earth.

Our vision as Indigenous people is based on the foundation of the Great laws of Life that
we refer to as the Seven Laws. These Laws can act as a foundation to any vision that will
help us find peace.

Join me now as we make offering into the Sacred Fire so that we will, first of all, find our
own individual vision. Once individual vision is secured, it will lead to a collective
vision that will bring peace into this world and a greater respect for all Life.



