Aboriginal Music Tour: Supporting Mother Earth,
Healthy Living and Following Dreams

Shy-Anne Hovorka, Nylin White, Missy Knott and Chris Sutherland are all joining forces to do a North Western Ontario Tour. They are all healthy lifestyle artists who perform hip hop, contemporary, folk and inspirational music. This tour is focusing on Dave Courchene’s message of Mother Earth, peace, harmony and giving.  We will also be doing a talent search at each location. Students will have to fill out forms beforehand so we know how to plan for each show (more information enclosed). 

The artists want to promote the ability to follow your dreams at all costs, and keeping a clean path, following a good path, getting back on a good path, and dealing with drugs, suicide, alcohol and other issues our youth are dealing with today. The artists want to give a message of hope, love, determination and dream following.

The four artists will speak on behalf of Dave Courchene and the Day of Fasting/Celebration of Giving (information enclosed), then do a school performance, and traditional and healthy lifestyle talk. The artists will inform the students about the Day of Fasting/Celebration of Giving. In the evening the artists will then put on public show, which will be followed by the talent search. One winner will be announced at each evening show. Please find information on Dave Courchene, the artists, the Day of Fasting, and the set up of each day below. 
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Dave Courchene 
www.theturtlelodge.org
Dave Courchene Jr., whose traditional name means LEADING EARTH MAN is an Elder and spiritual advisor from the Anishnabe Nation, Eagle Clan. Descended from a long line of chiefs and leaders of his people, he felt compelled by forces beyond his control to quit his job as an educator and go on a ceremonial expedition of peace around the world. This film chronicles that journey and his vision for The Turtle Lodge. 
Twenty-five years ago Dave received a dream vision for a Village of Peace. At the heart of the village was a lodge, built in the shape of a turtle. Around "The Turtle Lodge" were four smaller turtle-shaped lodges in each of the four directions. People of every colour were coming out of these lodges and walking toward the central lodge. Animals (predominantly horses and buffalo), people in a garden, and Elders talking and laughing around a fire were seen. An eagle was circling in the sky above. Through the vision, the First Nations Elders believe the Great Spirit has given people of all cultures the gift of a lodge of truth, kindness and love, which will bring healing and peace to the world. The Turtle to Indigenous people is a symbol of truth. 
Dave Courchene’s Day of Fasting/Celebration of Giving
Dave had the idea of helping Mother Earth by getting as many people as possible (especially youth) fasting for one day on October 10th, 2009. The goal of this is to give back to the earth. Young people are being encouraged to show their talents to support the Day of Fasting/Celebration of Giving, and  the more that people use their gifts to make a more peaceful world, such as using their gifts to sing and write to express that in music, we learn to give more. 
On the music tour, one youth performer aged 12-20 will be chosen from the youth performance to join a show in Thunder Bay on October 3rd, 2009. There will be an estimated 30-40 students picked from various locations across North Western Ontario chosen to be in this show. Five students will be picked from the Thunder Bay show to perform in Winnipeg with five performers picked from Manitoba. (Venues to be announced) Dave Courchene will have a tour in Manitoba set up on the same model. 
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Shy-Anne Hovorka

www.myspace.com/shysmusic
www.shy-anne.com

Shy-Anne is a seven time 2008 music award nominee with her debut CD Black ThunderBird, named after her spirit name and is currently working on her second album projected for release in early 2010. She is from Matachewan First Nations. Her music is emotional, full of life, messages and highly inspirational. Her music has known to bring tears to the eyes of teens, messages of hope to all ages and encouragement to her listeners. She has opened for Thomson Highway, played the Aboriginal People’s Choice Awards at the Winnipeg MTS center, been on many TV programs and her music is being played on various radio stations across Canada. Shy-Anne’s other passions is teaching and Mother Earth. She looks forward to bringing the message of hope, love, health, culture and tradition to her audience. 
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Chris Sutherland (aka Shihbastik)

http://www.myspace.com/creealiastheshihbastik
Chris Sutherland is a message driven Hip Hop artist. His lyrics inspire courage, identity, strength and cultural pride. He is from Moose Factory First Nations.  One of his goals is to show the youth that rapping sending positive messages has more power then singing about drugs, gangs, alcohol and other negative concepts in contemporary music today that fills the ears of youth. He self-produces his albums, and tours with his messages of strength, health and hope. Chris is seen as a positive role-model for youth. 
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Nylin White

www.myspace.com/bradleyny99 
Nylin is new to the Mitig Artist Group, and new to the music scene. His ability to play contemporary guitar is almost virtuosic, and his vocals are raw and powerful. Nylin is from White Fish Bay First Nations. He is currently working on his first demos of his songs, and hoping to gain momentum to record his first album within 2010. His power and message is strong, and his youthful demeanor attracts teens to the stage while his lyrics inspire audiences of all ages to keep reaching for their goals and dreams. 
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Missy Knott
www.myspace.com/missyknott
Missy Knott is a new up and coming Aboriginal Artist from Southern Ontario. She is up for 3 Aboriginal People’s Choice Awards this year. When Missy heard about this tour, she wanted to be part of the sharing and spreading of the positive message by moving up to Thunder Bay for a few months to do this tour to help in the support of Mother Earth.  Her voice is beautiful, unique and engaging. Her ability to relate and work with our Youth is a wonderful addition to the Northwestern Ontario tour. 
What the Day will look like in your community 


The artists will be visiting 1 or 2 schools per day, ending with an evening performance. The performances will not just focus on music, but also motivational speeches will also be delivered throughout the performances in the schools. The artists will be sharing Dave Courchene’s message as well, encouraging students to partake in the fasting.  

The evening performance will (hopefully) take place at the same school where the last school performance took place. It will be opened to the public at a fee of $10 or $5 and a non-perishable food item.  The contestants who are trying out for a  spot in Thunder will perform after the four artists have performed. 


The food collected at the door will be given back to the community to the local food bank, homeless shelter, women’s shelter, or to any other non-profit organization dedicated to helping those in need.  The money collected at the door will help sponsor the winning contestant’s travel and accommodations to Thunder Bay. 

One School Communities:
· Spend the morning going to each class doing talks and questions and answers; talk about the Day of Fasting, and Celebration of Giving
· In the afternoon we will be doing a full performance for the entire school (in a gymnasium or stage area if the school has) 

· Each artist will showcase a few of their songs and the entire school will take 75 minutes (to fit the constraints of a school schedule) 
· In the evening we will put on a performance open to the public (if we could stay set up at the school and use the school gymnasium or stage that would be helpful)

· The four artists will perform for 50 minutes, followed by a quick intermission where they will set up for the student performance. Due to time restraints, we will only be able to audition 15 – 20 acts. 

· The artists will judge the performances based on talent and the message portrayed in their song

· One student (act) will be chosen that evening to be included in the Thunder Bay show. 

· Proceeds from the ticket sales at the door will be used to help sponsor the winner and a guardian partake in the Thunder Bay show. 

Two School Communities:
· In the morning we would visit one school and do a school wide motivational talk and introduce the idea of The Day of Fasting, and Day of Celebration, followed by the four artists each showcasing their talents and songs. 

· In the afternoon we would repeat the same performs at the second school. 

· Each artist will showcase a few of their songs and the entire school will take 75 minutes (to fit the constraints of a school schedule) 

· In the evening we will put on a performance open to the public (if we could stay set up at the school and use the school gymnasium or stage that would be helpful)

· The four artists will perform for 50 minutes, followed by a quick intermission where they will set up for the student performance. Due to time restraints, we will only be able to audition 15 – 20 acts. 

· The artists will judge the performances based on talent and the message portrayed in their song

· One student (act) will be chosen that evening to be included in the Thunder Bay show. 

· Proceeds from the ticket sales at the door will be used to help sponsor the winner and a guardian partake in the Thunder Bay show. 

Contacting / Booking directions:
If you are interested please contact Shy-Anne as soon as possible. We anticipate being booked up quickly, and will need to know all the interested communities as soon as possible to organize the tour effectively.  We need to know by August 16th, 2009 at 5pm. 

Email: shyanne.leah@gmail.com or call (807)-727-7238
