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Since time immemorial our nations have gathered on our sacred sites. They gathered to share knowledge, medicines, ceremonies, and prophecies.   Manitou Api is one of the most ancient sacred sites for aboriginal people in North America.  The site hosts ancient petroforms and has hosted ceremonies for thousands and thousands of years.  Located in the geographical centre of North America, Manitou Api can also be seen as a central location for all.

At the Igniting the Fire Gathering at Manitou Api in the Whiteshell Provincial Park in 2006, the Elders confirmed that the people have returned back to the centre.  They said, “The centre will be recognized as a place for healing and remembering; a place for the transfer of knowledge and wisdom.”

Out of the centre came the sacred songs that reflect the foundation of our way of life, the teachings, and our connection to the ancestors.

The songs on the CD were written and composed by Dave Courchene Jr. (Neeghani Aki Innini/Leading Earth Man) and Carl Swan, with the exception of the Windigokon Song (Traditional), the Eagle Song (Kathleen Swan) and the Red Thunderbird Song (Howard Monkman).

The songs on this CD are spiritual songs. They were recorded at the Turtle Lodge, a place near Manitou Api, led by aboriginal people, where young people of all cultures can come to learn, heal and reconnect to the land.   The Turtle Lodge is offering these songs in so they may be used for ceremonial purposes.  The songs are being shared so they may be used in a most sacred and spiritual way for healing, prayer, in sweat lodges, or in other ways that respect the sacredness of the songs. They are meant to help us remember our connection to our ancestors, our connection to the land, our centre, to help us keep our spirit strong.  The songs are not meant to be used for competitive purposes.
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Songs on Manitou Api – A Return to the Centre
MANITOU API (Written and composed by Dave Courchene Jr. & Carl Swan)

Manitou Api, Manitou Api  

Pi shi Gay Way Anishnabe

Chi pi nas kung

Mino pi ma ti zi win.

BEAR SONG (Written and composed by Dave Courchene Jr. & Carl Swan)

Ma ka day Ma kwa shke awe

Ma ka day Ma kwa shke awe

Ma ka day.

TURTLE SONG (Written and composed by Dave Courchene Jr. & Carl Swan)

Chi ki nack Oh Ta Ko Nan

De bwe win Oh pi mi nan 

Anishnabe.

WOLF SONG (Written and composed by Dave Courchene Jr. & Carl Swan)

Ma hing gun Ni mishoe mis

Opi sheeneh ka wan Anishnabe.

SABE SONG (Written and composed by Dave Courchene Jr. & Carl Swan)

Ki piin di ga go nam mi sabe

Pi min ni go nan

Pi ma ti zi win

Pi ki na ma gay.

GHOST DANCE (CHII BI) SONG (Written and composed by Dave Courchene Jr. & Carl Swan)

Meegwetch, Meegwetch Chii Bye

Eh pi niish tie yeh.

EAGLE SONG (Written and composed by Dave Courchene Jr. & Carl Swan)

Pa ga ma shi kinew

Pa ga wa bun dung Aki ke shi when ni mi go nan kinew Anishnabe.

BEAVER SONG (Written and composed by Dave Courchene Jr. & Carl Swan)

Amik ni mishoe miss, Amik ni mishoe miss.

Noon day ken dahn, Noon day ken dahn

Ni mi ni go eh se win.

BUFFALO SONG (Written and composed by Dave Courchene Jr. & Carl Swan)

Mish ko tay pi shi kay

Ni mi shoe miss

Oga ma na chey yan.

SABE SONG (Written and composed by Dave Courchene Jr. & Carl Swan)

RED THUNDERBIRD SONG (Written and composed by Dave Courchene Jr., Carl Swan & Howard Monkman)

Miske binese wa wa taik

Wa bum ni mii yacht 

Wa bum ni mii yacht.

EAGLE SONG (Written and composed by Dave Courchene Jr., Carl Swan & Kathleen Swan)

Pa Ga Ma Shi Kinew

Oh Ta Ko Nan Shi When Ji Gay Win.

WINDIGOKON SONG (Traditional)

Songs - Translations

1.
MANITOU API (Written and composed by Neeghani Aki Innini/Leading Earth Man & Carl Swan)

Manitou Api, Manitou Api!

The Anishnabe have returned

To come and receive

The good way of life

2.
 EAGLE SONG  (Written and composed by Neeghani Aki Innini/Leading Earth Man & Carl Swan)

The Eagles are arriving

And bringing Love

3.
BEAVER SONG  (Written and composed by Neeghani Aki Innini/Leading Earth Man & Carl Swan)

Grandfather Beaver

I want to know

I want to know

What my gift is!

4.
BUFFALO SONG  (Written and composed by Neeghani Aki Innini/Leading Earth Man & Carl Swan)

Thank you Grandfather Buffalo

Who Brings the Spirit of Respect

To the Anishnabe

5.
WOLF SONG  (Written and composed by Neeghani Aki Innini/Leading Earth Man & Carl Swan)

Grandfather Wolf

Has come to support 

The life of Anishnabe

6.
TURTLE SONG  (Written and composed by Neeghani Aki Innini/Leading Earth Man & Carl Swan)

The Grandmother Turtle

Carries Truth

And comes to give this Truth

To the Anishnabe

7.
BLACK BEAR SONG  (Written and composed by Carl Swan)

Look at the Black Bear coming!

8.
EAGLE SONG  (Written and composed by Neeghani Aki Innini/Leading Earth Man, Carl Swan & Kathleen Swan)

The Eagle has arrived

Has come to see the Earth

And Bring Love to the People

9.
RED THUNDERBIRD SONG  (Written and composed by Neeghani Aki Innini/Leading Earth Man, Carl Swan & Howard Monkman)

Red Thunderbird

Seen in the Northern Lights

Dancing

10.
SABE SONG  (Written and composed by Neeghani Aki Innini/Leading Earth Man & Carl Swan)

The Grandfather Sabe 

Has entered into our presence

To bring a Good Life

11.
EAGLE SONG  (Written and composed by Neeghani Aki Innini/Leading Earth Man)

The Eagles are coming

Don’t you see

How much they love us

12.
WINDIGOCON SONG  (Traditional)

Windigocon, 

Don’t come in!

13.
KITCHI SABE SONG  (Written and composed by Neeghani Aki Innini/Leading Earth Man)

Thank you Kitchi Sabe

For coming to teach Anishnabe

To be strong again

14.
CHII BY SONG  (Written and composed by Neeghani Aki Innini/Leading Earth Man & Carl Swan)

Chii By!  Chii By!

Thank you for lowering your spirits 

To our presence
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