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1.  CALL FOR AND PURPOSE OF THE GATHERING  

Oshkopimatizeek Youth Mentorship Gathering  

A GATHERING OF SHARING & MENTORSHIP  

Indigenous Elders Mentor the Leaders of the New Generation  

The Turtle Lodge made a call to Young People ages 18-25 (flexible) of all cultures in hope that they would  

listen and be responsive to the knowledge and wisdom of the Ind igenous Elders in this special four-day 

gathering of ceremony, sharing, teachings and discussion, following t raditional protocols.  This special 

gathering was held in a sacred place, the Turtle Lodge, in what is regarded as the geographic centre of the 

continent called Turtle Island, from December 19-22, 2011. The gathering ended on the night of the  Winter 

Solstice with staying up all night to invoke blessing of the common vision and initiatives Youth and Elders 

came to agreement on, and the greeting of the New Sun.  

 

Traditionally Indigenous people have always gone into ceremony to celebrate what is considered the 

longest night ï the Winter Solstice.  It has always been a time when we have given of ourselves 

spiritually and prepared to greet the New Sun, with intentions of living vision that is anchored to Spirit 

ï Vision that has a spiritual foundation. 

So much has been lost because we have not allowed sacred law to be the foundation of how we should 

live and behave as a human family.  Prophecy foretold that we would come forward as Indigenous 

people in the time of the arrival of a New Life, to share t he richness of a belief system that connects us 

to the Spirit and to everything in Nature that is alive. At the heart of Anishnabe belief, the Seven 
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Teachings are applicable to all humanity; and can be the lasting foundation upon which a peaceful 

world can be built.  

When we greet the New Sun it is in acknowledgement of our commitment to support the New Life.  

It is with belief in our prophecy that we made this invitation to the Young People, who will be in the forefront 

of bringing a greater understanding of  human existence, through the mentorship, inspiration and wisdom of 

the Indigenous Elders of Turtle Island.  

 

The event was recorded, and outcomes will be shared with the public through a variety of media. Most 

importantly, the Youth were presented with the opportunity to be mentored by Elders, following the traditional 

ways of our people.  It was a gathering that had a strong foundation of ceremony.  The protocols of the Lodge 

were followed, as the gathering was led by the Elders.  Youth were provided with t he opportunity to gain 

insights that could not be taught at any university; and the first -hand benefit of knowledge from Elders who 

have spent their whole lives earning traditional knowledge.  

The Young people were there to gain an introduction to the found ation they need ï one based on our 

traditional spiritual and Earth -based values as Indigenous people, which will offer them a good grounding in 

whatever path they choose in the nurturing and the development of their unique gifts.  

There was engagement of, mentorship and sharing by everyone.  It is hoped that the Young People would 

share their concerns and knowledge.  What was important in the gathering was the final night, when through 

discussions, there was agreement on a collective Vision that reflects our unity and common purpose.  Out of 

the Vision we will define some definitive actions whereby the Youth will begin to act as the agents of change 
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that will support the New Life, 

mentored by the Elders.  

Whatever we create must be 

anchored with a foundation of 

spiritual law, as understood by 

the Elders, and Indigenous 

teachings.   

 

2.  ELDER & YOUTH 

PARTICIPATION  

The Oshkopimatizeek Youth 

Mentorship Gathering at Turtle 

Lodge was very successful, with 

over 80 Youth, 7 Elders and a 

number of Youth mentors, 

teachers and parents attending.  

Many Youth came through and 

received mentoring and support from the Elders. On 

the last night participants  stayed up all night, the 

longest night of the winter solstice, to pray for the 

continued success of our common vision and agreed 

upon initiatives, and for the bond between the Young 

People & the Elders to be strengthened. We greeted 

the New Sun the morning of December 22, 2011 with 

joy and gratitude . 

Elders attending included: 

Elder Peter Atkinson, Anishnabe (Midewin) 

from Rouseau River First Nation in Treaty 1 

territory  

Elder Harry Bone, Anishnabe (Giizis-inini from the 

Mikinaak Clan) from Giizhigoowining First Nation in 

Treaty 2 territory 

Elder Sherry Copenace, Anishnabe, Elk Clan, from 

Onigaming First Nation in Treaty 3 territory 

Elder Dave Courchene, Anishnabe, Eagle Clan from 

Sagkeeng First Nation in Treaty 1 territory 

Elder William Easter, Cree from Chemawawin Cree 

Nation in Treaty 5 territory  

Elder Robert Greene, Anishnabe (Midewin) from 

Shoal Lake First Nation in Treaty 3 territory  
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Elder Henry Skywater, Dakota from 

Birdtail Sioux Dakota Nation 

 

Youth attending included: 

Youth Leader Jerry Daniels, 

President of the Manitoba First 

Nations Youth Council 

Youth Leader Erica Daniels, who 

brought her Discovering Our 

Identity initiative to the Elders for 

endorsement and support 

National Aboriginal Award 2012 

Winner and Youth Leader Candace 

Sutherland, who has been 

recognized for trying to raise money 

and food for those who do not have 

much, through a run across Canada 

Youth Leaders from the Niidinawe 

Youth Organization in Winnipeg 

Youth Leaders from the Sagkeeng Anishnabe 

High School 

Youth Drum Group from Lake Manitoba and 

Sagkeeng First Nations 

Youth Leaders from the Winnipeg, Kenora, 

Portage la Prairie, Peguis and surrounding 

areas 

Elders shared teachings with the Youth.  Midewin 

Elder Peter Atkinson shared the Creation Story, a 

sacred and powerful story that has only been shared 

orally with the people , a story that he has earned the 

right to share.  Elder Atkinson also shared teachings 

about Treaty and the Clan System. 

Traditional Teacher Sherry Copenace shared 

teachings on the sacred element of Water and a 

prayer for the blessing of the Water, before all 

present had the opportunity to drink the sacred holy 

water.  Traditionally it is the wo men who have the 

responsibility to speak on behalf of the Water.  

Elder Harry Bone, who is a respected Elder often 

called upon by the Treaty Commissioner of Manitoba 

to speak on behalf of the Treaty, shared 

understandings on Treaty with the Youth.   


